
Sustainability 
and man-made cellulosic fibres

Michael Kininmonth (Lenzing Fibers)                          June 2008



IFOAM
2008

Whither cellulosics?

� Man-made cellulosics � what are they?

� Nature�s Cycle

� Staple fibre options 

� Life Cycle Study
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(Un)sustainability

� The clothing and textile industry is huge

� Worth over US$1trillion worldwide

� It contributes to 7% of world exports

� It employs approximately 26 million people

� However as an industry the clothing industry is locked into a cycle 

of unsustainability

� The relationship between productivity (added value) and resource

use has entered into a chronic and unsustainable pattern
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Identity crisis?

� �Yes I�ve been using TENCEL��� it�s a type of nylon��

� Identity crisis ��� less so within the textile trade

� Identity crisis ��� .far more so with consumers

� Unlike certain textile fibres

� Cotton � absorbent, comfortable

� Linen � cool

� Wool � warm

� Polyester � easy care

� Cashmere � soft

� MMC fibres do not have a profile within the consumer�s psyche 

� So how would I sum up man-made cellulosic fibres?
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